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The Virginia Renewable Energy Alliance leverages
the diverse interests and market knowledge of our
members to find solutions that:
Identify and close the gaps to renewable energy
development through collaboration on target
initiatives;
Research and support best industry practices;
Serve as an authority and resource through
public education;
Generate policy analysis; and
Foster coordination and partnership through
networking opportunities
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New VA-REA Members
We would like to thank and give a shout out to our new
members that have joined us in 2022!

MASON MANLEY

RICKY HEWITT
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Virginia Renewable Energy
Leadership Award
VA-REA Members,
We are now soliciting nominations for the annual Virginia Renewable Energy
Leadership Award (https://www.va-rea.org/VA-REA-Award). The Virginia
Renewable Energy Alliance makes an annual award recognizing an individual or
organization for significant contributions advancing renewable energy in
Virginia.
Nomination Criteria:
A qualified nominee should exemplify one or more of the following
contributions to renewable energy in Virginia:
Bringing renewable energy to a new market, creating a “first” project in
the state of Virginia
Bringing renewable energy to an under-served group (e.g. low-income
homes)
Advancing renewable energy legislation in Virginia
Bringing renewable energy projects of notable size/impact to Virginia’s grid
Being a significant educator in the field of renewable energy
Inspiring young women or underrepresented groups to enter the industry
through educational activities, mentoring, or job development
Any VA-REA member may nominate themselves, another individual, or an
organization. Nominees do not need to be a member of VA-REA. Nominations
of qualified women and members of underrepresented groups are especially
encouraged.
Each nomination submission shall include a brief (250 words or less) summary
of the accomplishments that make the nominee deserving of this particular
award.
Nominations are due by November 2nd.
To nominate an individual, please email blayne@va-rea.org
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Upcoming Events
Want to keep up with events in the clean
energy industry? Be sure to check VA-REA's
industry events page on our website!

Have an upcoming event that you want us to share
with VA-REA members? Please email the details to
blayne@va-rea.org
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Virginia Clean
Energy Summit
OCTOBER 20TH - OCTOBER 21, 2022
GREATER RICHMOND CONVENTION CENTER

Co-Hosted by:
Virginia Renewable Energy Alliance
Virginia Department of Energy;
Virginia Advanced Energy Economy;
CHESSA;
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality;
Virginia Energy Efficiency Council;

The organizers of VACES are pleased to announce our full agenda for the
2022 conference. We will be featuring three tracks this year: land use & local
government, clean energy, and policy & economic development. These tracks
will discuss issues that have yet to be covered at the summit, so you won't
want to miss it!
In addition to a robust conference schedule, there will be plenty of
opportunities to network in person at the convention center. We have built
several gaps in our panels to be able to spend a sufficient amount of time
meeting one another now that we are beyond the virtual world.
Register Today at https://www.vacleanenergysummit.org/register
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LEAD Series 2: Nuclear Energy and its
Role in the Virginia Energy Transition
Virginia’s history with nuclear energy dates back to April 1957, when the nation’s
first nuclear generator went online in Fort Belvoir and began producing power for
the electric grid. Today, a compelling array of regional assets bolsters Virginia’s
position as a national and industry leader in nuclear capability and expertise and
positions this coalition to execute its vision. These assets include world-class port
infrastructure, established nuclear fuel fabrication and nuclear services firms,
highly engaged educational institutions, and proximity to the seat of the federal
government.
Advanced SMR technologies and other advanced nuclear technologies have the
potential to meet the Commonwealth’s energy needs, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, and contribute to Virginia’s long history of innovation and energy leadership.
Looking forward- how to further advance and leverage existing nuclear energy assets
and resources, attract new companies and new research facilities, and create the best
environment for Virginia’s nuclear industry to expand its capacity to export expertise,
technologies and services.
Moderator:
April Wade, Executive Director-- Virginia Nuclear Energy Consortium
Panelists:
Todd Flowers, Director of Business Development-- Dominion Energy
Scott Rasmussen, Director of Sales-- NuScale Power
Jon-Michael Murray, Nuclear Policy Manager-- Clean Air Task Force
Dr. Aaron Totemeier, Vice President Fuel Cycle Technology & Fuel Fabrication-Lightbridge Corporation
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2023 Wind and Solar
Challenges

This year CASE will offer four in-person regional wind and solar challenges in
2023 leading to a State Challenge to be held at JMU on April 8th (tentative).
Central Virginia Challenge – VSU – March 8th (tentative)
Northern Virginia Challenge – Shenandoah University – March 15th (tentative)
Eastern Virginia Challenge – ODU – March 22nd
Western Virginia Challenge – Virginia Museum of Natural History – March
27th (tentative)
We will be hosting informational webinars in September - September 15th and
September 27th at 3pm - as well as in-person regional coach trainings (details
are still being confirmed):
ODU campus - TCEP conference room – October 17th– 3:30-5:30 pm
ODU iLab – October 18th – 3:30-5:30 pm
Richmond - location TBD– October 21st – 3:30-5:30 pm
Northern Virginia 4H Camp, Front Royal – October 29th – 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Roanoke - location TBD – November 8th – 3:30-5:30 pm
Abingdon 4H Camp – December TBD
Email Remy (panglerm@jmu.edu) with your interest or to get more information.

Learn more:
https://www.jmu.edu/case/educator/renewable_energy_challenges.shtml
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South-Central Virginia
Business Alliance (SCVBA)
The South-Central Virginia Business Alliance (SCVBA) is an alliance of local
businesses providing the goods, service and labor needs for major infrastructure
projects and economic development located in South Central Virginia. SCVBA is a
one-stop resource for infrastructure owners and general contractors to source local
workers, construction goods and services, food, fuel, supplies and other needs to
support their projects in our communities.
On June 15th, SCVBA hosted its first Solar Industry Networking and Education Event
at Factory Street Brewing Company in South Boston, VA to connect local business
owners and SCVBA members with solar developers, solar educators, energy
companies, and the Governor's office. The event consisted of multiple speaker and
panel sessions, including: Dominion Energy Introduction and Q&A session focusing on
solar project construction, a Solar Developers Roundtable Discussion featuring
Commonwealth Energy Partners (CEP Solar), Apex Clean Energy, and SolUnesco; and
a Solar Project Construction from Permit to Power including speakers from AES,
Strata, Kiewit Power, Mortenson and DEPCOM Power.
Additionally, David Peterson of the Solar Hands-on Instructional Network of
Excellence (SHINE) program spoke on the educational process and resources in
Training a Solar Workforce. Chelsea Jenkins, the Deputy Secretary of Commerce and
Trade, closed out the speaker sessions with an informative discussion on The
Governor’s Priorities for Energy and the Economy.
The event concluded with a networking hour, where speakers, members and
attendees could mingle and network, while enjoying some local eats and drinks from
Southern Plenty, Factory Street Brewing, Springfield Distillery, and Hunting Creek
Vineyards. It was a successful event, with over 80 attendees that included local
business owners, SCVBA members, guest presenters, representatives from energy
companies, solar developers and solar educators. SCVBA looks forward to hosting
events in the future to continue developing connections and further collaborations
on these types of projects.
SCVBA ensures that local workers and businesses are always the first choice for
providing construction, operational and related services for Utility-scale solar and
other infrastructure projects. To learn more about SCVBA and how to become a
member, visit scvba-biz.org or call 434-217-0014.
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New Dominion Energy program offers
instant rebate on smart home kit
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to monitor the energy usage of
appliances, right from your smart phone? Or turn off lights in your home using your
home voice assistant?
New Smart Home technology helps customers do just that, all while helping save
energy and being more aware of the electric use in their home. To help customers
adopt this new technology, Dominion Energy is offering eligible customers in Virginia
as well as North Carolina rebates on smart home products.
The Smart Home program gives customers the opportunity to purchase a smart
home kit on the program website, smarthome.domsavings.com, with an instant $25
rebate. The base kit includes a Kasa Smart Plug with Energy Monitoring, two Kasa
Smart Wi-Fi Plug Minis, the Philips Hue Smart White Ambiance LED Starter Kit and a
Philips Hue Motion Sensor.
Customers can enhance their smart home setup by adding an ecobee Smart
Thermostat ($50 rebate) or Sense Home Energy Monitor ($70 rebate) to their kit
purchase, and each is available with an additional instant rebate. The Sense Energy
Monitor must be installed in your electric panel by a licensed electrician.
With integration between your smart home devices and your smartphone and / or
voice assistant, you'’ll have increased control over your home’s energy use, even
remotely. You'’ll have the ability to put your devices on a schedule, allow devices to
perform energy-efficient actions on their own, and connect to other smart
technologies.
Learn how you can leverage integrated energy-efficient smart home products to
reduce and manage your home’s energy consumption. Visit
smarthome.domsavings.com for more information and purchase your smart home kit
today. Terms and Conditions and eligibility requirements apply. Subject to change at
any time.
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Secretary of Energy Granholm and VA Sen. Kaine
Tour Historic Secure Futures Solar Project
"Virginia has in the solar space gone from one of the worst in the country to now
top 10 in the amount of solar,” said Virginia’'s U.S. Senator Tim Kaine during a visit on
August 23, 2022 to the solar parking deck canopy at Washington and Lee University
in Lexington.
Kaine and U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm visited the W&L solar canopy
to showcase the legislative intent of the Inflation Reduction Act, passed by Congress
and signed into law by President Biden earlier this month.
“Climate change for us is not a tomorrow issue, it’'s a today issue,” Kaine said.
“That's why it’'s so exciting that Virginia which was one of the worst states in the
country in terms of policy on clean energy … now with both solar and offshore wind
which will also be dramatically accelerated by the Inflation Reduction Act.”
The solar canopy, along with another array on the rooftop of Lewis Hall, W&L’'s law
school, adds up to a total solar project of 444 kilowatts — when it was completed in
2011, the largest solar project in the state of Virginia. It’'s an example of the kind of
solar project that the IRA is meant to encourage.
Though the project was completed more than a decade ago, the W&L solar energy
system was installed by local contractors paying market wages or higher and using
American-made equipment, all of which are now encouraged by the Inflation
Reduction Act.
“We’'re going to bring back manufacturing. This energy sector is going to be worth
$23 Trillion by 2030. So we’re not going to allow all these other countries to take it.
We’re going to give opportunity to our businesses,” Granholm said.
Read more at https://securefutures.solar/secretary-of-energy-and-va-sen-kainetour-historic-secure-futures-solar-project/
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Want to be featured in our next newsletter, or
know someone who should be? Please fill out this
quick form!
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